
Narragansett Historical  Society 
On the Common in Templeton MA 

February 2023 
  Next meeting March 1, 2023 at the Senior Center 7pm 
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Event Sponsors 

A special 

 Thank you to  

Templeton Light 

Silver Level Sponsor 
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      Vice President           Thomas Hurd 
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Sponsorship Levels  
        Annual Contribution  

Platinum   $5,000.00       Gold           $1,000.00      Silver          $750.00  
Bronze        $500.00         Event           $250.00 
 
Lifetime memberships are still only $100.00  sign up a friend to-

Thank you * Sponsorship * Thank you 



Betsy Whitney 
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by: Harry Aldrich Jr.  Historian 
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“A moment in time” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

                                          THOMAS HOWARD WHITE 

        Who was Thomas Howard White? Thomas Howard White was born in Philipston, 

Mass on April 26, 1836. His parents were Windsor and Elizabeth (Pierce) White. 

      In 1858, Thomas White began manufacturing sewing machines. Mr. White and a 

business partner, William L. Grout pooled together $350 to start the business. The sew-

ing machines were known as The New England sewing machines and sold for $10 

apiece. Each machine had to be sold before another was built due to the lack of funds. 

The first machines were manufactured at Wilkinson’s machine shop in Templeton in 

the area of Stone Bridge near the Phillipston town line. It was a small shop powered by 

the water that flows into the pond. 

     In 1863 the demand for the machine to the extent that Mr. White moved the com-

pany to a larger factory in Orange, Mass. Three years later in 1866, the company 

moved to Cleveland, Ohio and became the White Manufacturing Company. Mr. Grout 

went on to founder the New Home Sewing Machine Company in Orange, Mass 

White sewing machines are still manufactured today and are very popular around the 

country. 

    In 1900, the White Manufacturing Company expanded into the auto motive business 

and produced vehicles powered by steam and later gasoline. 

    Thomas Howard White died in Cleveland, Ohio on June 22, 1914. In his will he pro-

vided that his entire estate should be devoted to the cause of education, science and 

charity in Cleveland. 
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by: Brian P. Tanguay 

 

President’s Page 

 

    Just a few months away from starting partial use of the Grange hall, work crews are starting 

on the first floor bathrooms and insulation will be the target for March and April. Lighting for 

the second floor will also be on the docket along with cleaning the floor once the protective pa-

per is removed.  

  Those working on the project are excited to put all the displays up using the many artifacts 

hidden away. This is a special time in the history of the Society. Similar to 1934 when the main 

building on 1 Boynton Rd was acquired and restored, we are now doing the same thing on 9 

Hubbardston Rd.  

   We need your support at then next town meeting in May to help pass the vote to approve the 

next grant using CPA grant money reserved for historic preservation. This money is earmarked 

for project just like this one. It does not come out of any other account and it’s money that’s 

matched by the State, so it’s a win-win for everyone.  

 

    In the next few months, we’ll be asking for volunteers to help out in many ways, some as 

simple as typing on the computer and emailing, others will require physical work at the Grange 

hall, and through the spring, summer, and fall, you’ll be asked to house sit during our open 

hours. Every hour given is greatly appreciated and the Society cannot continue without some-

one helping with these simple tasks. I don’t know who said it first, but “Running a successful 

organization is doing 100 simple tasks, but you need help and can’t do it alone” We ask for 

help all the time, and thankfully, we get some very enthusiastic volunteers who enjoy doing 

what they like. You should take that first step and lend a hand and make sure those people 

don’t burn out.  

 

    I am so happy to go about my business in and around town where people come up to me and 

share their excitement knowing all the good things happening at the Historical Society, positive 

comments from everyone I meet. As the head of this organization, it makes me proud to know 

we are heading in the right direction. The overused phrase, “It takes a village” certainly holds 

true with our team. I can’t wait for the day when we open those doors at the Grange and wel-

come everyone inside to walk through and gaze at the finished room. The stage is almost set, 

and music will fill the air once again.   



 

Grange hall Restoration / DONATIONS ACCEPTED 
 

 YES!  I would like to make a donation to the  
 Narragansett  Historical Society  

                           I / We have enclosed a check in the amount of $______________. 

         

         Name__________________________________________________________ 

 

  Address________________________________________________________ 

 

  City__________________________State______________Zip____________ 

 

Thank You 
 

Narragansett Historical Society and send to 

PO Box 354, Templeton, MA 01468. 

 

Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

Contact info:  
Main email: nh1924society@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Brian Tanguay 

2023  OFFICERS: 
President:      Brian Tanguay 

Vice Pres.           Thomas Hurd  

Secretary                Amy Guthrie 

Treasurer    Kelly Elliot / Sue O’Coin 

Curator:  Brian Tanguay 

Historian:  Harry Aldrich 

 

2023  DIRECTORS: 

3 year                        2 year                       1 year  

Mary Miller        Amy Guthrie         Jessie Duguay 

Harry Aldrich     John Chouinard      Eileen Bouvier      

   vacant                   vacant                      vacant 

 

TRUSTEES: 

  
Tom Jeleniewski 

David Huhtala 

John Brooks 

   vacant 

Narragansett Historical Society 
P.O. Box 354 
Templeton, MA 01468 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT   

NEWSLETTER ARE WELCOME  

any time. 

Find us on Facebook—Search for TempletonMuseum (Narr Hist Society) It’s 

filled with the History of Templeton, Baldwinville, Otter River and East 

Templeton.  Pictures, stories, and faces of the people who lived here years ago.  

Some new images will be shared from around the town. We have created a 

“page” instead of a “profile”      2000  members following 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021191824825853/ 

Located at 1 Boynton Rd. and 9 Hubbardston Rd 

Templeton MA 

Meeting Notice:   7:00 PM unless otherwise advertised 

 

We are now closed for the winter,  

 

 Meeting March. 1, 7pm at the Senior Center 

      


